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1. ALL SIX LISBON DAILY NEWSPAPERS (EDITIONS OF NOV 7-8) 

PICKED UP COMMENTS MADE IN BONN BY MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO 
VICTOR ALVES CONCERNING PORTUGAL'S RELATIONSHIP WITH NATO. 
ALTHOUGH PHRASED DIFFERENTLY, EACH NEWS ARTICLE REPORTED 
ALVES' STATEMENT THAT NATO IS NOT SUBMITTING PORTUGAL TO 
DISCRIMINATION OF ANY SORT. 

A. AFTERNOON "REPUBLICA" FRONT PAGED STATEMENT WITH LEAD 
"PORTUGAL WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE WORK OF NATO"; STORY SAID 
ALVES DENIED THAT PORTUGAL WILL NOT PARTICIPATE IN NATO S 
NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP (NPG). 

B. MORNING "DIARIO DE NOTICIAS" QUOTED ALVES' EXPLANATION 
THAT NPG'S MEETING HAD NOT BEEN CANCELLED, BUT ONLY POSTPONED. 
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DRAWN BY "BRUSSELS NATO CIRCLES" DURING PREVIOUS WEEK 
ACCORDING TO WHICH MPT MEETING'S CALCELLATION DUE TO PLANNED 
PARTICIPATION BY PORTUGAL. THE US ALLEGEDLY WAS PRINCIPAL 
OPPONENT OF ALLOWING PORTUGAL TO PARTICIPATE, FEARING 
PORTUGUESE COMMUNISTS WOULD HAVE ACCESS TO NATO SECRETS. 

2. "CAPITAL" CARRIED REPORT NOV 4 CONCERNING BRUSSELS 
REPORTS WHICH, IT SAID, WHILE NOT HAVING OFFICIAL CHARACTER, COULD 
NOT PASS AS MERE RUMOR OR HYPOTHESIS. REVIEWING GOP-NATO 
RELATIONSHIP, CAPITAL POINTED OUT THAT: 

A. UNDER PRE-APRIL 25 REGIME, GOP-NATO RELATIONS WERE 
MARKED BY PRESSURES EXERTED (BY DUTCH AND SCANDINAVIANS 
PRINCIPALLY) TO CHANGE GOP'S COLONIAL POLICY; 

B. ON CONTRAST, PORTUGUESE DELEGATION OF JOURNALISTS 
VISITING NATO HEADQUARTERS AT INVITATION US EMBASSY LISBON 
(REF B) WAS GREETED BY ENTHUSIASTIC PRAISE FOR CHANGED 
CONDITIONS IN PORTUGAL - WHICH NOW ALLOWED PORTUGAL FINALLY 
TO BELONG IN FACT TO NATO AND ITS IDEALS; 

C. ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT'S PROGRAM AND PRES. COSTA GOMES' 
DECLARATIONS FOLLOWING RECENT US VISIT REAFFIRMED PORTUGAL'S 
COMMITMENT TO NATO; 

D. YET, SPIRIT OF COLD WAR STILL NOT ELIMINATED, AND 
MILITARY ALLIANCE WITH "DEFENSE PLANS" AND "SECRETS" CANNOT 
REMAIN INDIFFERENT TO PRESENCE OF COMMUNISTS IN AN ALLIED 
GOVERNMENT. DECEMBER MEETING OF NATO DEFENSE MINISTERS 

MAY THEREFORE SERVE EITHER TO DENY ACCURACY OF REPORTS ABOUT 
NATO'S LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN PORTUGAL OR TO CONFIRM THEM. 

SCOTT 
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